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Specialist Bios 

 

Bruce Cairncross  

Minerals  

 

Bruce Cairncross is Professor of Geology at the University of Johannesburg. Having written and co-authored ten 

books on Southern African minerals and gemstones, he is an acclaimed expert in this field. Prof. Cairncross has 

also produced over 80 articles addressing the region’s minerals and geo-heritage, and regularly presents lectures 

on these subjects.  

 

Prof. Cairncross is an accomplished photographer, whose photos of mineral specimens have appeared in books, 

articles, calendars, and websites around the world. He serves on the editorial boards of two international mineral 

magazines: Rocks & Minerals and The Mineralogical Record, both of which are published in the United States of 

America. 

 

Ronnie McKenzie  

Meteorites 

 

Ronnie McKenzie is a civil engineer and engineering business owner who has been a meteorite enthusiast and 

collector for over 30 years. Today, Dr McKenzie is proud to own one of Africa’s largest and most extensive 

private meteorite collections – with many items featured in his book Meteorites: A Southern African Perspective. 

 

As a notable expert in the field, Dr McKenzie educates enthusiasts on the origins of extraterrestrial rocks, as well 

as how best to recognise, classify and collect them. His insights are an invaluable asset to meteorite collectors 

around the world. 

 

Arthur E Thomas  

Gemstones and Fancy Coloured Diamonds  

 

Having been a lapidary and gem collector since 1948, Arthur Thomas has achieved multiple gemmology 

qualifications at prestigious global institutions. He has also filled a key role in developing the Southern African 

gemstone industry, through his foundation of the Luanshya Gem & Mineral Society in what was then known as 

Northern Rhodesia (now Zambia) in 1962 and the Gemmological Association of Southern Africa in 1976.  

 

Mr Thomas continues to lead the gemstone industry, holding multiple roles and serving as a gemmological 

consultant to influential organisations including the National Prosecuting Authority, the South African Reserve 

Bank, Lloyds of London, and the Bank of Lisbon. 

 

Mr Thomas was the Director of Education for the Jewellery Council of SA in the 1970s and has been a Practical 

Gemmology lecturer at Wits Tech and the University of Johannesburg since the early 2000s. He’s authored two 

books: Gemstones and The Gemstone Handbook. 

 

 


