
field guide
your step-by-step

Passion Creates the Perfect Gift

Learn more about The Potato Foundation and how this non-profit organisation can add  
value to your Corporate Social Investment and teambuilding initiatives



At The Potato Foundation, we 
believe that GIVING is very 
much like a potato; its roots are 
hidden and the growing effect is not 
visible until the potato is harvested



step1: 
the right 
growing 
medium
Established in February 2007, The Potato Foundation focuses mainly on 
the upliftment of children from infant to 13 years of age. The Foundation 
is a Section 21 company registered as a non-profit organisation with the 
Department of Social Development (NPO 061 725) and South African 
Revenue Service (PBO 930025322). We currently have a level 4 BEE status.  
We are also a proud member of the international Unashamedly Ethical 
movement and are fully committed to this cause.

We have created an effective medium through which individuals and 
businesses can become part in changing the fate of our children forever.  
We ask that individual volunteers and businesses not only contribute 
financially, but also get actively involved in the projects that they support. 

The Potato Foundation has established a footprint serving a large number 
of projects in and around the City of Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality, 
including Pretoria, as well as built solid relationships with several businesses 
and individuals. We are a proudly South African company focused on 
sustainable projects and serving our fellow corporate citizens. 

Our vision
•	 To	find	hope	where	it	is	lost

•	 To	nourish	love	where	it	is	absent

•	 To	build	a	future	where	it	is	non-existent

•	 To	create	expectations	where	there	is	none



Providing opportunities for 
making a measurable impact



step2:  
Growing 
together 

As your partner, we can:

1. Assist in making your 
company a sustainable 
corporate citizen of which 
the communities of our 
country can be proud and 
commit their loyalty to. 

2. Make a sustainable 
difference in our less 
fortunate communities, 
especially to South Africa’s 
children, so that the next 
generation have something 
of which to be proud.

The Potato Foundation  
aims to serve you by:

1. Enhancing your corporate profile through targeted social spend with excellent 
exposure, increasing goodwill among staff and the public.

2. Providing you with a wide variety of pre-screened CSI projects to choose from, or 
assist in the screening of new projects that the corporate world would want to get 
involved in, ensuring maximum impact with minimum effort. 

3. Handling the project management of any CSI spending in an open and 
transparent way with proper reporting for inclusion in company communications.  

4. Providing teambuilding opportunities for your employees – combining CSI spend 
with teambuilding enhances team morale as employees can see their own and 
the business’ contribution making a difference.

5. Providing you with measurable impact opportunities.



Engaging children and 
their families, benefiting 
low-income communities 
and encouraging skills 
development



step3: getting busy 
with potato projects

“Potato Kidz”  
We teach learners to BE the change in their schools and community by equipping them with 
leadership skills based on Christian values. A weekly programme is also presented to Grade 7s in 
various schools.

“Food from Heaven”  
This project assists schools with their feeding schemes, and supports the families of needy learners 
with monthly food parcels and other needs.

“PotatoSportz”  
In partnership with YSport, we present a sport programme at our projects to help develop 
underprivileged learners and children’s large and small motor skills.



From starting a project to 
measuring its impact, growing 
results are guaranteed



“Potatoes in the Field” 
The Potato Foundation organises a number of large projects that impact the lives of the children we 
serve. These annual projects require a lot of planning and resources:

•	 Volunteer Day – Held	once	a	quarter,	on	a	Saturday,	this	initiative	gives	our	volunteers	the	
opportunity	to	reach	out	to	a	specific	project.

•	 Barefoot Day –	We	challenge	people	to	go	barefoot	to	school	or	work	and	donate	old	pairs	of	winter	shoes.	This	day	
raises	awareness	about	how	it	feels	if	you	do	not	have	shoes	to	wear	in	winter,	while	distributing	second-hand	shoes	
to	all	our	needy	children	and	families.

•	 Grade 7 Youth Camp –	We	host	a	youth	camp	in	the	third	quarter	of	the	year	for	every	Grade	7	learner	with	whom	we	
have	worked	during	the	year.

•	 SMILE week –	We	collect	and	distribute	toiletries	to	our	underprivileged	learners	and	their	families	every	month.
•	 Blessing in a School Bag – At	the	end	of	each	year,	we	ask	our	volunteers	to	adopt	Grade	Rs	in	our	projects	and	donate	
schoolbags	with	the	necessary	stationery	to	them.

•	 Do the Can- Can project –	We	challenge	schools,	companies	and	individuals	to	collect	non-perishable	food	for	our	
needy	schools	and	families.

•	 Spuddy Buddy’s Birthday – We	celebrate	our	mascot’s	birthday	on	1	June	by	collecting	food	for	World	Hunger	Day,	
distributing	the	donations	and	combining	it	with	a	volunteer	day.



Helping your business raise 
its profile and strengthen its 
reputation



We’re on a mission We	aim	to:		

•	 Make	every	decision	with	integrity,	honesty,	the	utmost	professionalism	and	the	power	of	God.
•	 Become	a	functional	link	between	the	underprivileged	social	sectors	and	the	general	community,	including	
volunteers	and	businesses,	thereby	creating	opportunities	for	all	parties.	

•	 Create	accessible	and	informative	support	to	specific	identified	projects	and	organisations,	as	well	as	corporate	
clients	and	businesses,	thereby	facilitating	a	network	of	effective,	supportive	social	responsibility.

•	 Deliver	deliberate	and	strategic	input	in	all	areas	in	which	The	Potato	Foundation	are	involved	and	to	formulate	
practical	solutions	to	the	needs	in	such	a	way	that	the	identified	project	and	corporate	client	will	reap	the	maximum	
benefit	from	supporting	The	Potato	Foundation.

Pay it Forward 
As we believe that you must give someone a fishing rod rather than a fish, we will only adopt a 
project for a year if it has a ‘Pay it Forward’ project. Those involved must choose a project through 
which their children can make a difference in their community.



Just add hearts that want to 
make a difference



Growing notes
We receive requests for assistance directly 
from projects, other non-profit organisations, 
businesses and references from our volunteer 
database. The Potato Foundation visits 
potential projects and performs a detailed 
needs assessment before approaching 
external resources or involving volunteers 
and businesses. Although we do engage 
in projects requiring once-off support, we 
believe in creating a sustainable future for 
our beneficiaries and therefore, we currently 
support an ever growing list of organisations 
on a regular basis. 





step 4:   
see them  
grow!
The Potato Foundation is making a 
difference all over the City of Tshwane 
Metropolitan Municipality, including 
Pretoria, and we plan to increase our 
partnership with businesses to maximise 
our impact.

The Potato Foundation is a labour of 
love. It is a wish for what we believe. It is 
faith in a future where ALL South African 
children will have hope, will know love, 
will be able to believe in themselves and 
will be encouraged and supported by a 
safe and nurturing society.

We are investing in the future of  
South Africa.

We invite you to 
partner with us so 
that we can make 
the difference 
together.



Telephone number: 082 967 6258

Fax number: 086 612 6532

Email: info@thepotatofoundation.co.za

Website: www.thepotatofoundation.co.za

Facebook: www.facebook.com/pages/The-Potato-Foundation/130107300360975

Twitter: www.twitter.com/#!/ThePotato1

Images supplied by the Potato Foundation and sourced from www.sxc.hu

For more information, contact The Potato Foundation


