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"5 of South Africa’s major dams are contaminated with toxin levels that are among the 
highest in the world, and there is no current engineering solution to the problem. Because 
waste water treatment plants are not functioning properly, thousands of tons of raw 
sewage are being discharged into rivers, some of which flow into the Vaal river which is 
87% of Gauteng’s Tap water. 

By 2013 an abundant supply of drinking water to municipalities, and to industry would not 
be guaranteed.”  

In SA, water resources are comprised of the of the following sources: 77% from surface 
water (eg. dams and rivers) 14% from return flows (eg. sewage and effluent purification and 
9% from groundwater (eg. boreholes). 

The major sources of water pollution is uncontrolled sewage, poorly managed waster 
water treatment works, agricultural chemicals seep down from farm fields. Bacterial 
contamination from livestock defecation entering rivers and streams is widespread in SA.” 

SA's own Inconvenient Truth - The water report that cost Anthony his 
job 

 

 

 



 

Mariette Liefferink  

”Waste from gold mines constitutes the largest single source of 
waste pollution in South Africa. The truth has been staring at us for 
a long time in the pages of scientists’ reports (funded by 
taxpayers),but most of these reports are difficult to access”. 

Mariette Liefferink - CEO Federation for a Sustainable 
Environment (FSE) 

 

Prof. Carl Albrecht  

”SA’s standard for uranium deposits in water is 70 microgram per 
litre, which is bizarre high”. “The World Health Organisation’s 
standard for uranium deposits is 15 microgram per litre. Surely it is 
irresponsible to differ so largely from the world standard”. 

Prof. Carl Albrecht - Main Researcher of the Cancer Association of 
South Africa (CANSA) 

 

Dr. Jo Barnes  

"We are not very good at protecting the low-level, long- term 
uranium exposure,". "If you contract little bits for every day for five 
years, 10 years, 20 years ... will we see a drastic rise in cancers. We 
have to start preparing now." 

Dr. Jo Barnes - Epidemiologist at the University of Stellenbosch 

 

 

 

 

 

http://aguaevida.co.za/index.php/the-truth-about-water/experts-opinions-sa-water/36-mines-water-pollution
http://aguaevida.co.za/index.php/the-truth-about-water/experts-opinions-sa-water/35-uranuim-water-cancer
http://aguaevida.co.za/index.php/the-truth-about-water/experts-opinions-sa-water/17-uranium-exposure-sa-water


 

Marius Keet  

”Pollution of rivers by raw sewage is probably affecting most rivers 
in SA. The biggest problem in the Vaal is not the metals but nitrates 
and phosphates, which comes from sewage flows. Extracting 
nitrates and phosphates are difficult and costly”.slowly, gradually, 
building up over time" 

Marius Keet - Regional director Department of Water Affairs 

 

Dr. Peter Ashton  

"The water in may of the country’s dams is becoming more 
enriched with...sewage, industrial waste, mining waste, mining 
waste, agricultural return flows, garbage, and seepage from waste 
dumps, which is slowly, gradually, building up over time" 

Dr. Peter Ashton - Council for Scientific and Industrial Research 
(CSIR) 

 

Dr. Frank Winde  

"More than 3,5ton uranium has dissolved in the Wonderfontein 
spring near Pothcefstroom. It will not be strange if uranium starts 
flowing out of the taps in Potchefstroom. There is so much uranium 
in the sediment that I cannot imagine the uranium level in water to 
be safe. The department of Water Affairs do not require the 
uranium level in water to be tested” 

 

http://aguaevida.co.za/index.php/the-truth-about-water/experts-opinions-sa-water/19-sa-water-acid-mine-drainage-2
http://aguaevida.co.za/index.php/the-truth-about-water/experts-opinions-sa-water/18-sa-water-acid-mine-drainage
http://aguaevida.co.za/index.php/the-truth-about-water/experts-opinions-sa-water/8-uranium-pollution-of-water

