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SINCE 1988! 

 
Dear All, 
   
    Our Indian summer continues unabated although cold fronts are threatening the Western 
Cape and will work their way up to us shortly? Warm nights and hot days! No rain no wind! I 
feel dreadful for all my farming friends while they watch their crops taking strain. We 
celebrated Africa Day last week and were blessed to be able to share this continent, 
especially the place of the Rising Sun --- Mpumalanga! 
    The new brand: “BLACK MAMBA “ will hit the shelves shortly, both in copper as well as 
silver. Orders have left for some of our overseas clients and we at Coppercraft, with INGE, 
hold our breath, as this new look and feel, taunts the shoppers? Hopefully they will be 
irresistible!?  Inge has had her challenges and we do hope you are all happy with the 
finished product? 
    Presently the workers are busy with their own designs and we have handed the top 
designers to Inge, who will tutor them through their paces and hopefully put a different twist 
into their promising designs? 
    Air China has reportedly cancelled their launch of its direct flights to South Africa due to 
the new Visa regulations. Indications are that the new Visa regulations could cost local 
tourism close to R6.8 Billion? Last year’s figures showed a decline of 24.6% in Chinese 
tourists! Speaking on Carte Blanche last night, our Minister was almost very arrogant about 
this decision- that unabridged birth certificates are required for all under 18 travellers. We 
hope someone out there comes to their senses for the sake of our fragile economy?  Our 
unemployment figure has reached 26% and the new regulations are surely going to worsen 
this state of affairs? 
    One of our African proverbs states: “No matter how long the night, the day is sure to 
come!”  So despite all the bad publicity, we are excited to say that we have been busier this 
part year than the same period over the last 5 years! Welcome back to Corienne from 
Buschtrommel. Welcome back to NAO,  who will show for us in Seattle and Philadelphia. 
Welcome aboard to Bishan -  who will show in Melbourne.  Our heartfelt thanks to you all. 
    In addition, our polishing service of cutlery for hospitals, private homes and hotels are 
keeping us very busy in this area. 
    With concern we are hearing very little from our friend Reynald Blaine from Austral Afrique 
as well as Rachelle from Italy. We do hope you are both fine and will get up and going soon 
again? 
    Nicky, our in-house agent, has been hard at work and recorded 70 orders so far this year. 
Well done Nicky!! 
    We have rejoined the Kruger Lowveld Tourism organisation, with the hope of driving more 
tourists to our doors. 
    Taxidermists from all over South Africa are getting us to help with cap rings, ashtrays, ice 
buckets for animal feet etc. Welcome to Life Form, who are the biggest in the Southern 
Hemisphere and a mere 5 kms from our door! 
 
   We were again blessed with visitors from all corners of our globe: 
       Silvia and Azauri from Sao Paulo in Brazil  -  “Very nice and detailed “. 
       Maik and Manuala from Germany  -  “Fantastic “. 
   4 Gents from Hong Kong --- “Superb designs”. 
 
   To all the DADDIES out there Happy Fathers Day it’s your turn now! 
 
        Regards,     MICHAEL 


