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Meeting Dates for 2012 @ Kaapzicht Restaurant, 160 Beach Rd Strand from 08h00-09h30  

15 Feb, 22 Mar, 18 Apr, 16 May, 20 June, 18Jul, 15Aug, 19Sep, 17Oct, 21Nov 

 

Dear Members & fellow Networkers, 

What energy at our breakfast this month!! Thank you for 
attending and taking part with such enthusiasm. We trust 
you had a good time and made fruitful contacts over your 
breakfast! Please tell your business acquaintances about 
our meetings & encourage them to join in. Remember to 
follow up on those conversations, referrals and business 
cards. Essentially, they are like hard cash in your hands - it's 
up to you to convert them!  

 
Staff that rises to the Occasion! 

I was so impressed by the staff at the Somerset Spar in 
Lion's Square last week, when they 'Rose to the Occasion' 
on my birthday, leaving us with a priceless memory and 
other customers smiling broadly as they looked on: my 11 
year old daughter ("Oh out the mouth of babes...") had 
asked the Spar's coffee shop waitress to sing for me on my 
birthday (like they do at the Spur).  Can you imagine my 
delight (okay  my face was also slightly red), when: without 
skipping a beat she returned with a group of about 8 shelf 
packers, deli counter assistants and other staff, who broke 
out in song at 07h15 that morning whilst I bit into my 
croissant?   How fun!  And how priceless! And, from a 
business point of view:  Money cannot buy the marketing 
that was achieved in those fleeting moments. We all 
(should) know that your staff can 'make or break' your 
business: this example takes having "good staff" up quite a 
notch!  

Our New Green Look :  
What does Cape Business 

Connect offer? 

We have re-launched this year in 
GREEN with a fresh, new look and 

name "Cape Business Connect", leaving behind more than 
a decade of "Business Network" as our franchisor decided 
not to continue. This has opened many new opportunities, 
which we are embracing and some of us "old dogs" 
(including the Strand & Somerset West networks which 
now will be one "Helderberg Network"; as well as 
Stellenbosch, Pinelands, Claremont and, possibly Paarl, will 
continue in association with each other  as Cape Business 
Connect. Already we have made an important new 
collaboration with the Community Website 
www.ShowMe.co.za, who will be hosting our 
capebusinessconnect.co.za website. This will provide many 
new benefits for our members - in particular as far as 
search optimization and visibility on the web are 
concerned. We will continue to run our popular monthly 
networking meetings, with facilitated table networking, 
interesting & informative speakers and delicious 
breakfasts. Meetings are open to anyone in business who 
wants to get to know other business people, grow their 
client base, stay connected and build business 
relationships. We believe in "the personal touch" and 
"face-to-face, human interaction" - this old fashioned way 
of doing business and marketing your brand/ yourself  is as 
effective as it always was : even more so in this high tech, 
electronic age. It complements everything else you do by  

 

 
way of communication/social media AND will keep your 
feet on the ground and your face amongst your clients! 
Getting out of the office for this and to be inspired/ 
informed/motivated by the conversations and talks you will 
hear, is what it's all about!  

 

Membership and Advertising in our brochure 

To become a member or to take out an advertisement in 
our printed pamphlet which is distributed through our 
meetings and members, CLICK HERE . 

Membership is for 12 months for an investment of R500, 
which includes the following benefits: 

 reduced breakfast rate (R80 instead of R120) 

 3 minute speaker slot at a breakfast meeting 

 display of promotional material/products 

 listing on Cape Business Connect website, includes 
logo, company details/description and link to your 
website/listing on ShowMe.co.za/Helderberg 

Our Brochure will be printed in full colour, distributed at 
all meetings and through our members & advertisers as 
well as the meeting venue: Kaapzicht Restaurant. There are 
only 10 spots @ R500 each - if you take out membership in 
conjunction with this, you receive a 40% discount on the 
membership. Deadline for bookings and this special offer is 
one week from now: 24 February. 

 
Guest Speaker 

 
Give Responsibly! 

Councillor Benedicta van 
Minnen (Ward 15 - Safety and 
Security Portfolio Committee) was 
our guest speaker for this first 
meeting of the year: her topic: Give 
Responsibly, and how that relates 
to cleaning up the CBD and 

contributes to better safety and security, provided us with 
some real food for thought and created quite some 
discussion and passionate responses from the audience.  

Anyone who has suggestions for the council on how to 
improve this aspect of our community should contact the 
Councillor on Benedicta.VanMinnen@capetown.gov.za . 

mailto:homeoffice@adept.co.za?subject=CBC%20info-ads-%20membership
file:///C:/Users/Sylvia/Documents/Business%20Connect/Templates%20and%20Logos/Benedicta.VanMinnen@capetown.gov.za
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Next meeting:  Thursday, 22 April (i.e. after the public 
holiday on the Wednesday).     

 

Member Speakers   

Networker of the 
Year! 

Congratulations to 
Stephen Digby of 
Manuka Café and 

Fine Wines  

who was awarded the 
title "Networker of 
the Year 2011". 
Stephen is a veteran 
networker and has a 
natural ability to 

speak "off the cuff' about anything - especially his 
business:  his passion. Apart from being an experienced 
restaurateur and a knowledgeable wine purveyor, Stephen 
has really embraced and understood what networking is all 
about. Not only has this benefited him and his business, 
which he runs successfully with his wife Alison and 
competent team of staff, but he also ensures that he 
supports and utilises the services of fellow networkers and 
members of the local community. 

Member 
Speaker 1 

Stephen Digby - Manuka Café & Fine Wines 
 087 150 0729  southey's@manuka.co.za 

www.manuka.co.za 
 

Member 
Speaker 2 

Robert Daniels - Boland College  
 021 853 7611  robertd@bolandcollge.com 

www.bolandcollege.com 
 

Member 
Speaker 3 

Marla Nortjé - Show Me: Helderberg  
 082 410 4004  marla@showme.co.za 

www.showme.co.za/helderberg 
 

 

 

For an opportunity to sponsor or speak at our next 
meeting, contact us as soon as possible to book your spot 
on the programme! 

Lucky Draw  

Thank you to our participants for providing the following 
gifts for our lucky draw: 

 Isobel Calitz and Ryno Bakkes of the Aleit Group - 
professional event co-ordinators, specialising in 
weddings, brought along 3 gift bags which were won 
in the lucky draw by Hans Wendt, Jean Bulmer and 
Willie van der Westhuizen. 

 Trudie Christensen representing Annique, 
sponsored one of her star products, The Rescue 
Cream, of which Marla Nortjé was the lucky winner. 

 Patricia McNaught Davis of Helderberg Hospice, 
who have a range of homemade products for sale, 
brought some delicious olives, which will be enjoyed 
by Dalene Kühn!  

 Jean Bulmer of 5*Star Car Rentals donated a bottle 
of champagne (not to be consumed when hiring one 
of her cars!!). This was won by Isobel Calitz. 

 

We are grateful to our speakers, who gave so freely of their 
time, knowledge and for the gifts! Full contact details of 
speakers are on the left. Everyone in attendance at the 
meeting will also have received a copy of all business 
participants with contact info.  Please support each 
other and remember: the pie will always be big enough! 
Focus on your passion and your unique selling point.  
 

 Happy networking! 
 

 Sylvia Malinowski  
 Cape Business Connect -  
 Helderberg 
 mobile: 082 4549 475 
 fax: 086 767 3115 

 

 

Photo above (left) Di Havard (REMAX), Marla Nortjé (SHOW ME), and Trudie Christensen (ANNIQUE). Photo above (right)  Councillor 

van Minnen (Ward 15), with Lynne Henken-Johann (MY PROPERTY BROKER) and Nicci van Zyl (CHARACTER WINES). 

Photo on p1 (clockwise from left) Friedrich Meisenholl (BUSINESS PARTNERS), Isobel Calitz and Ryno Bakkes (hidden) (ALEIT GROUP), 

Denise and Gavin Whiteford (HOSIES COMMERCIAL), Clifford and Maryke Roberts (THE LETTER BOX).  
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