
News from Redford Conservancy : July 2012

PLANNING FOR CONSERVATION OUTCOMES IN THE LANDSCAPE
FIELDTRIP TO REDFORD AND SOUTHERN CRAGS CONSERVANCIES

The Environmental Planner of the Garden Route National Park (GRNP) visited the Redford and Southern Crags 
Conservancies on 24 October 2011. The 3 hour field trip on properties in the Redford Conservancy was 
followed by a meeting where conservation issues were discussed.

Overview of study area 

Green: Areas managed by SANPark: Light blue: approximate cadastral boundaries of the Conservancies; Brown: terrestrial 
corridors identified by GRI. Pink: Critical Biodiversity Areas; Lime Green: Ecological Support Areas: Light Green: Areas 
managed by Cape Nature 

Many of the properties in the Redford and Southern Crags Conservancies are located within the Buffer Zone of 
the GRNP, referred to as a Priority Natural Area (PNA).  This is very exciting as valuable conservation outcomes 
can be achieved on private land that spatially links the GRNP to the GRNP.  
 



Conservation Outcomes can be achieved in the following categories:  

• Connectivity: Maintain or restore connectivity in the landscape to benefit movement patterns 
and dispersal. Where possible remove fences and barriers and record signs of wildlife.  

• Habitat protection: Maintain or restore diverse habitats along drainage lines, indigenous forest, 
forest thicket and fynbos. Record the hectares of alien vegetation cleared and wetlands 
rehabilitated. 

• Resilience to extreme weather events: Plan for and implement climate-smart strategies to deal 
with natural disasters and extreme events such as floods, fires and droughts. Establish set-
back lines from water features and ensure fire breaks are in place and fuel loads from alien 
clearing are managed. .

• Soil conservation: Promote soil conservation and prevent siltation, erosion and loss of topsoil. 
Fix dongas or erosion gullies, rehabilitate bare areas and insert silt traps during construction 
activities.    

• Water conservation: Rehabilitate drainage lines and implement Sustainable Urban Drainage 
System (SUDS) principles to manage run-off at roads or in disturbed areas.  

The field trip 

Jane, Colleen and Pru lead an exploratory field trip that included private properties and 
Whiskey Creek (SANParks). During the field trip a picture was sent to Johan Baard (SANParks 
Conservation Services) to identify a plant that occurred abundantly next to the stream.  
Cliffortia odorata is indigenous but fairly common.  The highlight of the fieldtrip was the 
concept of a hiking trail along the streams/rivers that traverse various cadastral boundaries 
and the willingness of landowners to explore implementing a 50 meter buffer/conservation 
corridor along the river. The various Heritage Sites in the area were pointed out during the 
walk.  

Cliffortia odorata    Walking along the river

The meeting 
Maps were studied and potential conservation outcomes discussed. Ideally, alien clearing should 
be focused on areas adjacent to the GRNP and in drainage lines. The hiking route along the 
stream can be expanded and a 50 meter corridor cleared from alien vegetation. The 
Conservancies are members of the Fire Protection Association and fire breaks are being 
maintained.  The meeting was very successful and interactive and a follow-up field trip was 
planned. The proceedings were concluded with a very tasty dinner and warm hospitality. 



Redford Conservancy on Recycling

What are you doing with your empty bottles? Newspapers? Plastic? Cans?

Are they going straight into your garbage bags?

Do you know  that about 80% of  what is generally put into garbage bags is actually reusable once it 
has gone through a recycling process? Wouldn’t it be wonderful if  we all helped to reduce our 
garbage, to help with the health of Planet Earth? 

Recycling is active in Plett! And it is not hard to do...........

For all of  us who thought there was nothing going on, here is some good news! The Plettenberg 
Bay Environmental Forum has set up a Recycling Sub-Committee, and there are lots of  actions 
and good ideas. The Redford Conservancy has joined the group, with the intention of  helping to 
expand the recycling network to our community in The Crags. 

There has been a regular collection of recyclable material in Plett itself for some time – this 
happens once a week on the day after the regular refuse collection. Plett Recycling collects the 
filled grey bags, and the materials are sorted at the waste site. It is also possible for anyone to take 
recyclables directly to the waste site. Bottles, cans, plastic, newspapers, magazines and other 
scrap paper are baled there and moved on to be processed. 

Plett Recycling also makes regular collections from depots at Keurboomsstrand and Nature’s 
Valley as required. 

We can get this initiative extended to The Crags if we want to, and if  we can get a workable plan in 
place. The Redford Conservancy is willing to take an active facilitation role in this process. We are 
working to identify a site where we can set up a depot, similar to those at Keurboomsstrand and 
Nature’s Valley, where recyclables can be stored till there is enough material for Plett Recycling to 
come and collect it.

Do you have any good ideas for us? Would you like to be involved?

Call me! And let’s see where we can go with this.

Sharon van Hees (for The Redford Conservancy)

044-534-8142 / 083-4097556



Earth Probiotic South Africa

Bokashi : recycling food waste

All Seasons Bokashi™ is used for the fermentation of recycled food waste, as compost starters in 
home composting efforts, a soil conditioner and a beneficial microbial inoculate.

Bokashi is wheat bran and molasses (a food source) inoculated with Effective Microorganisms 
(EM). EM is a consortia of natural occurring bacteria, yeasts and fungi including lactic acid, yeasts 
(like beer/bread), lactobacillus (like yoghurt), and phototrophic non-sulfur bacteria working in 
symbiosis.

The bran is manufactured in South Africa according the original recipe developed in Japan in 1980. 
First developed by ancient Japanese farmers, Bokashi increases nutrient levels in the soil with an 
infusion of beneficial, naturally occurring microorganisms. Bokashi increases soil microbial 
diversity, helps plants grow stronger roots, combats the effects of harsh chemicals and discourages 
rodents and harmful bugs.   As the recipe has been passed down through the centuries, additional 
benefits of Bokashi have been discovered, such as its ability to control odour and the quickening of 
the composting process. 
Bokashi helps to cultivate the beneficial microorganisms as food decomposes, speeding up the 
process of fermentation whilst reducing foul odours.

When added to soil, the food-waste fermented with Bokashi makes a radical improvement to 
microbial life, diversity and activity in soils, whilst adding essential organic and mineral nutrients to 
the soil which increases the supply of nutrients to the plants.

Colleen Noble has installed the Bokashi system and says:

“I have used this method for the past six to eight months, and I find that it is a simple
 and effective method for producing compost,recycling kitchen waste and getting
 a vegetable garden established. It keeps your back yard meticulously clean with no smells 
resulting in no flies or miggies which is an added bonus. 
Also we found that the Bokashi team visited our farm on a regular basis, 
checking to see whether we were managing it correctly. They trained our staff 
in the recycling and composting method and even brought their chipper 
to chip up our compost for a very modest fee.”

Contact: Jurgen Lubbe

0836284502

jurgen.lubbe@earthprobiotic.com

mailto:jurgen.lubbe@earthprobiotic.com
mailto:jurgen.lubbe@earthprobiotic.com


To our valued members -

The 2012 subscription has been changed to:

 R110.00 per person
or 
 R220.00 per household

If you wish to make a direct deposit to our bank account the details are as follows:

Standard Bank - Plettenberg Bay
Branch code: 050714
Account Name: Redford Conservancy
Account number: 384769470

Please use your name as the reference.

Should you wish to pay in cash please contact the secretary, Denise Palframan, on tel. number 
044-5348411 and arrangements will be made to collect from you.

We take this opportunity to thank you in anticipation of your continued support, and look forward to 
being of service to the community over the ensuing year.

To end, a hidden, magical pool in our area.


