
     

   

I guess that this will probably be the last Newsletter of 2014, next Monday I’ll 
be suffering in Sabie, probably either, a, swearing at Dennis, b, swearing at the 
weather or c, swearing at myself for not training enough.  On the other hand it’s 
4 days of riding in one of the best mountain biking areas in our country so that's 
gotta be good whatever kind of personal suffering you have to endure! 

Hi Chaingangers, 

Last Saturday was a final opportunity to get in a bit of last minute riding  so my 
original plan of riding to Mankele was scuppered by the 5am downpour and I 
ended up driving out thru the drizzle and meeting up with a lonely Mark with the 
intention of hitting Purple and Silver. As it was the Jocks were having their year 
end function and a couple of them joined us. Hienrick  and Jannie from Westvaal 
impressed me, they might be corporate big wigs but they are seriously 
passionate about the sport and their support of the 3T as well as their having 
entered the Epic next year show that they put their money, and legs, where 
their mouths are. 
 
2015 is going to be hectic, the racing starts almost straight away with the 
Provincial Cross Country Series kicking off at Mankele on 17th January so don’t 
eat too much pud and keep on riding, we wanna see a big turnout this next year! 
We also looking at a new Chaingang Kit design, new logo and new benefits so 
don’t forget to renew your membership when the time comes. 
As for 2014 well my highlight has to to the Commonwealth Games, a month of 
surprisingly hard work but a big eye opener in terms of where we sit in the 
international sporting community, and although I myself didn’t actually do many 
races (I was working at most of them!) it was awesome to see how the sport has 
grown and the record number of new riders at races.  
 
A huge thanks is also due to our sponsors, Mark and Geoff at Mankele Mountain 
biking who have provided us with one of South Africa’s premier MTB 
destinations – right on our doorstep, and of course Naeem at Valencia who is 
another one of those passionate supporters who may not get to ride as much as 
he would like but is always there to go the extra mile for cyclists, race 



organisers and his customers, big props guys, we are proud to have you all on 
board! 
 

This weekend is the Sabie Xperience and its too late to get fit now, just 
gonna have to rely on what you got and substance abuse! Don’t forget that the 
16th is also the date for the VALENCIA RECONCILIATION RIDE, its not a 
race but an opportunity to enjoy 60kms of Sabie’s finest trails with no pressure 
and the opportunity to take it easy and enjoy the stunning scenery. Entries on 
the morning of the race, more info at www.sabiexperience.co.za 

 
And this is a final word on Mountain Bikers – when your ride takes you 20kms 
from home and your dog is knackered, this is what Camelbaks are for, thanks 
Junior… 

 

http://www.sabiexperience.co.za/�


And so I’m sure you’ll all know about the unfortunate incident at the airport 
single track, bearing in mind that the modus operani was the same as the Penryn 
attack and the one on walkers at the botanical gardens I’m sure it won’t be long 
before these thugs get caught, but in the meantime be careful out there. Its 
probably worth asking yourself why you are going out for a ride, if its for 
training then do like I do, get up at 4:30 and get it in when all the totsies are 
comatose, if its just for fun then load up and drive 15 mins to Mankele, or join 
us at the Crit race on a Wednesday night! 

Chainsuck. 

 

  

DO NOT MISS!!! 

16th December is the 

SABIE XPERIENCE!!!! 

Valencia Reconciliation Race!

All can be entered at the website and the Valencia race up until race 
day! Or call Sandy at 0137643500 

 – a regular 60km 
marathon for guys wishing to make the best of the holiday! It’s at the 
Floreat Hotel in Sabie and is the final day of the Sabie Xprerience as 
well! 

 

Provincial Cross Country No1 @ Mankele, lap racing at its best, enter on the 
morning and start off the year with a blast! The 1st of four races. 

17th January 

BTW, for all the latest MTB news and general skinny follow me on Twitter - @brettmtb, Im 
also using it to announce rides now as well as sms. 

See ya on the dirt! 

Cheers Brett. 

082 774 5821 

Brettc@lantic.net  
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