
CREATIVECOPPER NEWSLETTER FOR JULY 2014 
CELEBRATING 26 YEARS ! 

 
Dear All, 
      
       The weather is just perfect for the end of June with cold nights and warm balmy days. No rain 
and no wind!  Fire season approaching fast!  Short days and long nights! 
        At long last the Platinum miners are returning to work after the longest strike in our history. 
The miners will be happy to return to work. The question one asks is, who won this struggle? No 
matter what the increase, they have been without an income for 5 months, no food, no bills paid, 
heavily in debt? Will they recover in 10 years? 
       Back on the factory floor we have consolidated all our workers into one studio. Both teams 
work side by side and the tea spirit is excellent. Wage negotiations began to day which is 3 
months late! Nothing new in Africa! 
       Our overheads continue to increase with price increases hitting us daily! The value of the ZAR 
has seriously affected us and we too have no option but to increase all our prices by 4% on the 1st 
of September. I regret this move but at least you have a 2 month period of grace to place your 
order. 
      Historically some of you have earned various discounts over the years. I say earned as a 
result of your good sales. Some of you are deserving of a discount but there are many dormant 
accounts and these discounts have now been removed. We need sales and you need to sell to 
guarantee a discount!  Fair? 
     The employee design competition has been very constructive and we must have at least 60 
designs to choose from! We are really overwhelmed by their creativeness, given the opportunity. 
     Our face-book continues to grow but lacks sales.  This is very strange considering the 6286 
“likes“ we have?  Question time as to the price maybe?  Will meet with Nicole as soon as possible 
to iron out a solution. 
      My South African Agents as well as Kirky’s in Nambia are all recording improved sales which 
has been very encouraging. 
     New designs will go to photo shoot shortly and by August we should have a new catalogue. 
     Nelspruit – the town I live in is now called Mbombela. After a few years of fighting to retain the 
founding name of Nelspruit, the Chamber of Commerce lost the case and the name change came 
about, costing citizens millions in business cards and letterheads!  
    We are very encouraged by Gerry’s visit from Dubai and the possibility of getting into the Burj?  
Spending a lot of time on my knees these days just hoping and praying! 
   This is our visitor season around here and we were blessed with the McCarty family all the way 
from California. Ulondra thank you for bringing your whole family for as visit. 
    We too have had our very good Cape friends here: The Spratts, de Wets, Barlows and 
Immelmans. Great to see you guys. 
    Well it is now the 2nd half of 2014 and we need to prepare for the Christmas market and we are 
under production pressure, so please get your orders in timorously to avoid any disappointments. 
 
     
 
 
 


