
CREATIVE COPPER NEWSLETTER FOR JUNE 2014. 
CELEBRATING 26 YEARS! 

 
Dear All, 
     
      The weather remains rather mild here in Mpumalanga despite reports of wind, 
rain and freezing cold from the Cape. On Sunday, the Comrades Marathon will be 
run between Pietermaritzburg and Durban and the forecasted temperature is 29 
degrees. For Skukuza 34! 
 
    After closing the door on a very dismal 2013 and having to focus on the way 
forward, some serious recon-structuring will take place with immediate effect. Our 
Production Manager: Buddy Lee will finally retire at the end of July. The Spoon 
factory and the Jewellery factory will join forces into 1 single space. The vacant 
Spoon building will be marketed for sale. Remaining staff will have to absorb Buddy’s 
responsibilities. Those that know Buddy, I am sure will be shocked at the news, but it 
is his time after years of faithful and loyal service to this Company. We thank you 
Buddy. 
 
   When exploring ways to improve our margins, the Turquoise suddenly jumped out 
at me!  We have 2 ladies working all day on the turquoise which often has to be 
redone up to 3 times until we are satisfied with the right quality that will satisfy you. 
This QC slows the production down and without hesitation we can only supply at a 
much higher price or discontinue. So as from the 1st of July 2014 all Turquoise will be 
50 % more expensive.  Sorry about that. 
 
   We have been challenged with the exporting of small parcels. Firstly, the Post 
Offices EMS service is excellent but their computers are dead slow! Aramex offered 
a good service at good prices but your invoice must be attached on the outside 
which attracts big taxes once it arrives at the destination. We will stick to the EMS 
service with your invoice inside the box and delivered to your door. All invoices for 
this service will from now on be separate and done by Sandra only after we have an 
invoice from the Post Office. Please remember we add 10% for packaging and 
delivery. So please expect 2 invoices - 1 for the goods and the other for the postage 
and packaging. 
 
   The beautiful ostrich skin items are for obvious reasons more expensive, but 
having said that, the shortage of skin is a challenge we don’t seem to be able to 
solve. We still will endeavour to get skin, so those that have loyally supported this 
line, please hold thumbs. 
 
    The backing cards for the Woodstock 400’s and Slimlines have doubled their 
sales. We have run out of all stock and are now reprinting the backers, increasing 
the stiffness of the card to 300 gsm from 125.  I am sure they will stand proud in their 
displays from next month on? 
 
     4 Years ago we were so excited about the 2010 World Football Cup in South 
Africa. We have 14 days to go before the Brazil 2014 World Cup and where is the 



same hype?  I am still waiting to see the new soccer ball to be used?  All I read is 
about protesting and FIFA does not seem to be popular?  Please let me know 
whether I am wrong? 
 
    The 5th Democratic election is now history and we have a new party on board 
called the EFF with an entertainer of a leader. The South African Parliament may be 
quite interesting this year, so again the journalists from around the world will be 
hopping from Oscar to Julius to Jacob? 
 
     Gerry from Dubai made it here with his friend Haroula ----- we were thrilled to 
have you visit! 
 
    Hanspeter Stols (African Magic) arrived from Germany by surprise. Thanks so 
much for your visit. 
 
    Trevor told me to stop focusing on how stressed we are and start focusing on how 
blessed we are. Thanks Trevor. 
 
     You in the Northern Hemisphere, I understand that you are basking in the 
sunshine, please enjoy. 
 
   Mike 
 
 
 
          
 
     
 
    


