
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWSLETTER 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

Dear Readers 

Spring has started.  Terry has taken a well-deserved break and has set off to see the flowers in 

Namaqualand.  The gallery wishes him a wonderful journey.  The Peep Show exhibition in the 

Coach House will end on Saturday 10 September.  Artists can collect their works on Saturday or on 

Monday 12th.   This month is earmarked by the government and the Municipality’s as Heritage 

month.  There are a lot of activities happening during this period.  Do not miss out on Greg 

Schultz’ Antidote exhibition it will be on show until Thursday 15 September 2016.  Barry Gibb will 

give another informative PowerPoint lecture with DVD snippets on Tuesday 22 September 2016 at 

7pm upstairs in the main gallery.  This time he will be speaking on the connection with Surrealism 

and Sigmund Freud’s theories.  We are also going to have a little craft expo with local artists 

selling their wares.  It will not be advertised in the newsletter but I will send an email out later on, 

as well as some advertisement in the Go and Daily Dispatch.  The event will hopefully take place 

on Saturday 17 September 2016.  Our Local poet, artist and Medical Doctor Amitabh Mitra will be 

showcasing his recent works in the Coach House on Tuesday 27 September 2016.  Please come 

and make an effort to attend the opening, Amitabh is dedicating a lot of his time to produce this 

exhibition.  There will also be drawing and printmaking classes by local artist Jeff Rankin in the 

Coach House.  Jeff will be tutoring 10 students from Compo and Mdantsane Art Centres on 20th, 

21st and 22nd September 2016.  

The gallery wishes you a creative September month 

Warm regards 

Leon du Preez 

Curator 

 

 

 



 

 



 
 
Salvador Dali meets Sigman Freud 

Salvador Dali could be the most enigmatic figure in art history, having made himself synonymous 

with the word surrealism. The aim of the surrealists was to tap the subconscious mind to release the 

suppressed imagery of our past experiences; be they unpleasant or guilt provoking memories, 

unpalatable desires with associated shame, shocks that resurface in dreams or nightmares; even 

overwhelming thrills from childhood. They felt that this imagery would constitute a superior reality 

which would create a new vital kind of aesthetic beauty.  They were all disciples of Sigmund Freud 

who penetrated the subconscious through psychoanalysis and word association or through dream 

interpretation moving in on what he called the id, the ego & super-ego.  

Salvador Dali was the classic Freudian subject. He released his guilt ridden suppressions from his 

subconscious in the most ‘in your face’ manner, both on canvas and in his life-style. He felt impelled 

to do crazy things and make shocking statements to stay in the limelight; living out his surrealism as 

if on stage throughout his life. Thus he exorcized his eccentric urges through self-exposure. He 

shocks us with his disturbing imagery, but uses the most sensually beguiling forms and colours to do 

so. Working with a miniaturist technique and an amazing attention to detail, he has created some of 

the most iconic surrealist images, with Freudian copybook symbolism. He has said, “There is no easy 

masterpiece” 

This lecture includes film snippets from an interview with Dali, including his comical advertising 

gimmicks, including some examples of the pioneers of surrealism like da Chirico’s metaphysicism & 

on to the odd by Picasso, Magritte & Masson, but returning to the saga of Salvador & his femme 

fatale wife Gala. 



Raku Workshop at Mogg’s Pottery, East London 

One day & an evening 11-12 November 2016 beginning 17:30 

This workshop offers the opportunity of firing your pots using three different raku 

techniques. Naked, obvara and traditional methods will be explored in separate firings. 

Participants may put their own work in each of the firings and bisque ware will be available 

for sale to those who need it. An input and slide show will be presented the evening before. 

 
Raku kiln being fired 

Raku firing is rooted in a traditional practice in Japan where guests at social gatherings fired 

their own tea-bowls and drank tea from them. Raku is an inspiration and refreshment to even 

the most hardened potter, bringing one right down to basics. Such simple beauty will fill you 

with the same childish pleasure you felt when you held a piece of pottery you made yourself 

for the first time. The workshop will cater for experienced and beginner potters alike. 

 

Naked Raku    Obvara Raku    Traditional Raku  

Cost:  

R 650  Non SA Ceramic members.     

R 450   Ceramic SA members (including Mogg’s Pottery students). 

R 150   Students and scholars. 

(meals will be a harvest table to keep costs down)Enquire about making your own pots 

beforehand at Mogg’s Pottery 

To book your life enhancing place, or for more information, please contact  

Eloise on cell: 082 756 5734 or email: eloise@moggspottery.co.za 
 



Program and additional technical information 

Evening 11 November (17:30 – 21:30) - drinks & snacks 

- presentation informing about the process 

- glazing of pots for traditional raku 

Saturday 12 November (09:00 – 19:00) - session to put slip on burnished pot 

      - firing of naked pot 

      - lunch  

      - obvara firing 

      - traditional raku firing & supper 

These techniques require a minimum of 3 premade bisque fired pots. To make your 

own contact Eloise; cell: 082 756 5734 or email: eloise@moggspottery.co.za. 

Traditional raku, is a low-fire reduction technique reaching temperatures around 1 000 C. The pot is 

removed from the kiln into the atmosphere glowing red hot. The thermal shock causes desirable 

crazing, crackle and cracking.  Subsequently the posts are smothered in sawdust, which in turn 

allows the carbonisation of the pots to occur, as the heat causes the covering material to burn. The 

carbonisation of the clay and glaze imparts a unique surface effect. The porous cracks and unglazed 

clay areas of the pottery turns grey/black, while glazed areas achieve a lustrous and iridescent 

quality revealing brilliant copper reds, in relation to the glaze colour.  The pot is moved from the 

sawdust to cold water to further enhance the reduction.  

 

Traditional Raku  Naked Raku        Obvara Raku  

Naked raku involves a burnished bisque pot, which has slip placed on selected areas of the pot. The 

pot is fired “wet”. At the final temperature, the pot is removed from the kiln and the atmospheric 

shock cracks the slip. The pot goes through the same combustion process as described above, but 

kept dry. When cool the slip is scraped off.Obvara firing follows the same process as traditional and 

naked firing techniques, however differs in that the pot is dipped into a special fermented solution 

instead of dry combustibles. This is a communal experience and fellow participants look on in shared 

enthusiasm and joy of the treasures the firings offer. 

 

You need pots for 3 different firings. The naked firing requires a burnished pot. 

mailto:eloise@moggspottery.co.za


The Ann Bryant Art Gallery will exhibiting a 

collection of oil paintings by Dr. Amitabh Mitra in 

the Coach House.  The opening evening will take 

place at 18h30 on Tuesday 27 September 2016 

and will conclude on Monday 3 October 2016.  All 

are welcome. 

Amitabh Mitra is a poet, artist and a medical doctor based at East London, South Arica extensively 

published.   Amitabh has exhibited his visual art in South Africa, India and Europe.   

His work, ‘images from Cecilia Makiwane’, art work iron the township of Mdantsane are on 

permanent display at the Medical School. Warwick, United Kingdom.   Mdantsane Jazz, a book 

tracing the history of Mdantsane published by the European Union lies placed him as the township 

icon.    

Mdantsane Breathing published in 2010, is his coffee table book detailing in art and poetry. Is 

dedicated to the brave people of Mdantsane.   Dalnik Bhaskar popular news daily from India has 

declared him, the Gwalior, city Hero.  

He heads the Department of Accident and Emergency, Trauma and Thutuzela Gender Violence 

Assistance Centre at the Cecilia Makiwane Heritage Hospital, Mdantsane.   

 Amitabh has served as an orthopaedic Surgeon in high altitude hospitals of the Kingdom of Bhutan 

and Arunachai Pradesh Niger, Zimbabwe, Transkei and Ciskei.  He is the Adjunct Professor of 

Emergency Medicine at the Datta Meghe institute of Medical Sciences, Wardha. India and a Visiting 

Professor at the University of Colombo, Sri Lanka.   Amitabh believes in fusing Art, Poetry and 

Medicine for the ultimate healing. His latest book inspired by the works of William Dairymple, tilled 

Stranger than a Sun is a Semi-autobiographical collection of love poetry. Drawings and his life in 

Gwalior, India. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Artists 
You are cordially invited to share your 
artistic skills at our art expo to be held 
at Kingsmall in Gonubie from 7 to 16 
October 2016. 
All funds generated from this event 
are in aid of the Carel du Toit Centre, 
where deaf children are taught to 
speak. 
 
Kind Regards 
Jeanette le Roux 
for and on behalf of GONUBIE LIONS 
and KINGSMALL MANAGEMENT 
 
The entry form can be downloaded 
from the Ann Bryant Art Gallery 
website at www.annbryant.co.za 
 

 

 

Jeff Rankin Artist / Printmaker 

Courses, Commissions, Workshops at 
the Albatross Studio 

Sunrise on Sea, Eastern Cape, South Africa 

Cell +27 082 2024917  Landline +27 (0)43 7374824 

 

 

 CLAYSTATION 
14 Princess Drive, Bonza Bay, East London, 
32˚58 ̍19.08 ̎S, 27˚57 ̍35.88 ̎E 
jsteele@wsu.ac.za 
Come play with clay, seriously if you like, on 
Mondays 
Handbuilding...wheel 
throwing..sculptures...coils...different clays... 
transfers...free form...tea...slabs...multiple 
firings... 
ALL WELCOME 
Enquiries: 

Mornings -Oudoll 083 5577 132  

Evenings - John 084 700 5864 

tel:%2B27%20082%202024917
tel:%2B27%20%280%2943%207374824


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ART GALLERIES, FRAMERS AND ART SUPPLIERS 
(in alphabetical order) 
 
Arts Unlimited Art Gallery 
6 Bell Road, Vincent contact - Iwona or Daniel landline: 043 726 3355 
email: artsunlimited@intekom.co.za website: www.africanartsunlimited.com 
 
Original Art - Creative Picture Framing - Advice 
Creative Visual Designs (CVD) 
12 Jarvis Road, Berea (cnr Jarvis, entrance Berkley) contact - Louise 
landline: 043-726 1449 
email: cvdframers@gmail.com 
Picture Framing, Gallery and Art Supplies 
 
Floradale Fine Art Gallery 
Our East London nursery and country shopping centre is easily found on the Old 
Transkei 
Road (R102/M10 to Gonubie) near Beacon Bay. 
Contact Rose landline: 043-740 2031 mobile: 078 2947252 
 
Hobby Crafts 
Western Park, Western Avenue, Vincent (Old Mica) contact: Lauren 
landline: 043-727 1297 
email: sales@hobbcrafts.co.za website: www.hobbycrafts.co.za 
 
Malcolm Dewey Fine Art 
60 Darlington Road, Berea contact: Malcolm 
mobile: 083 711 9888 
website: www.malcolmdeweyfineart.com 
The gallery displays selected works from local and national artists. 
 
Moore Street Framers 
1 Winchester Road, Chiselhurst contact: Bev 
landline: 043-726 9381 mobile: 084 208 1407 
email: bevpetzer@gmail.com 
 
Vincent Art Gallery 
8 Dawson Road, Selborne contact: Rene 
landline: 043-722 1471 mobile: 083 700 4711 
website: www.vincentartgallery.co.za 

 

http://www.africanartsunlimited.com/
http://www.hobbycrafts.co.za/
mailto:bevpetzer@gmail.com

