
In December we were dealt a 
severe blow when a longstanding 

and dedicated member of staff, 
Zanele Memela (pictured), passed 
away suddenly.

Zanele served as our Child Care 
Manager and joined us 15 years ago. 
Part of her job was to oversee the 
senior childcare workers and she 
played a major role in the professional 
development and training of the 
childcare team.

Zanele’s warm smile and 
commitment will never be forgotten. 
Her death was sudden and unexpected 
but we thank God to have had the 
opportunity to work with such a 
wonderful person.

Our thoughts and prayers are with 
her family and friends during this 
diffi cult time. Zanele certainly has left 
massive shoes to fi ll here at DCH.

December 2012 will no doubt 
be etched in the minds and 

hearts of our boys and girls for 
many years to come – thanks to our 
loyal friends like you who made it 
the best festive season ever! 

But even more exciting was that 
we reunited 14 children with their 
communities and welcomed 10 new 
children to take their place at our 
home in the New Year.   

Despite them arriving with 
only the clothes on their backs, 
the generosity of caring supporters 
meant we could provide them with 
clothes, toiletries and fun games to 
keep them entertained and happy.  
We’re so glad to tell you that they’re 
all doing incredibly well. They’re 
making new 
friends and 
enjoying life 
at DCH.

 With 
this positive 
news early 
in 2013 
we’re 
looking 
forward to 
the rest of 
the year with 
optimism – 
and friends 
like you at 
our side.

New friendships 
are blossoming 

at DCH.
There are always fun activities to 

keep our youngsters busy.

14

home free
New Year – new additions – 

new beginnings! 
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Farewell  Zanele

He’s done it – Lucky’s hard 
work has paid off! 

You may remember reading about 
Lucky in one of our previous 

newsletters. He has dreams of 
becoming an architect one day. 

We’re so happy and proud to let 
you know that this young man passed 
his matric and was accepted into the 
1st year Architecture programme at the 
UKZN. He was also able to secure the 
funding for his registration and a friend 
from the community has offered him 

accommodation whilst he completes 
his studies. 

But sadly, Lucky’s still in urgent 
need of a bursary for his tuition fees. 
Can you help Lucky realise his dream? 
The cost of his tuition for the year is 
R32 160.

If you can help, or know of someone 
who’d be willing to sponsor Lucky’s 
studies please contact Mandy on 
031 201 1301.



As loyal supporters, we know how 
 delighted you’ll be to hear that 

the renovations of bathrooms at our 
Saunders and Khayelisha Homes 
have been ‘signed and sealed’ 
and work will start in the next 
few months!

And it’s only possible thanks to
loyal friends like you – and in 
particular Mrs. Buttery, the Grace Alice 
Bauman Trust, Life Entabeni Hospital 
and Shell Chemicals. You’re the reason 
our children can look forward to a 
more comfortable living space.

Here’s what the new bathrooms 
will mean to some of the children:

“It’s going to be so nice to have a 

hot shower in winter.”  Lucky (17)
“I’ll have some privacy now!”  

Lindani (13)
“It’ll be fun getting clean!” 

Mikaylin (12)  
Thank you for making this possible 

for our children. We’ll be keeping you 
updated on our bathroom renovations 
in future issues of your newsletter.

Five years ago Nikki* came to live 
with us at DCH.

It wasn’t easy because she was very 
young and with each passing year visits 
from her extended family decreased – 
until she had no visitors at all.

From the reports that we’d been 
given, both Nikki’s mother and father’s 
whereabouts were unknown and they 
couldn’t be found.  But just after 
Christmas we got a call from a social 
worker based in Newcastle …

… she told us that she had Nikki’s 
father sitting in her offi ce – and  
that he’d been trying to trace Nikki 
for years and heard that she may be 

at DCH.  
Having not had any contact with his 

daughter since she disappeared with 
her mother at the age of one, you can 
just imagine how heart wrenching their 
fi rst meeting was! 

Nikki was so excited! With much 
nurturing, dad and daughter spent the 
Easter holidays together. 

It was an emotional experience for 
Nikki who had given up all hope of 
ever meeting her dad.

We’re delighted that this little girl’s 
dreams of being reunited with one of 
her parents came true!

*Not her real name.

A s a vital part of 
our family here 

at DCH, we thought 
it’s important for you 
to know more about 
our Children’s Forum 
in relation to the 
Children’s Act and how 
it’s working here DCH.

In a nutshell, the 
Children’s Forum gives our boys and 
girls the opportunity to raise issues 
that they may be facing and fi nd 
suitable ways to handle these matters.

The Children’s Act, passed in 
2010 requires that the management 
board of a child and youth care 
centre – like DCH – create a 
Children’s Forum to make sure that 
our children are represented and 
given a fair chance to voice their 
feelings and opinions at all times.

This began in 2010 
when the Act was 
adopted and continues 
today. The children 
from each house elect 
representatives to meet 
with a board member 
who co-ordinates the 
Children’s Forum. 

The representatives 
have the opportunity to express 
their thoughts and opinions to the 
management committee through the 
board member.

Representatives from this forum 
then meet with the management 
committee once a quarter to iron out 
any issues that may arise.

We’re sure you’ll agree that 
it’s important for us to know what 
concerns our children have – and to 
deal with them as best we can.
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Children’s Forum 
continues at DCH

New bathrooms on the way …

The boy’s bathroom is an eyesore and will 
be renovated thanks to generous friends.

Good news for Nikki

A big thank you to Carla and Craig Van Niekerk, 
who kindly sponsored the branding on our car. 

We’re so grateful to be driving around and raising 
awareness within the community while giving 

greater exposure to our website at the same time.
You’ll be sure to see us driving around 

on Durban’s roads now – please be sure 
to wave as you drive by! 

Seen here is Claire Binneman, our Resource 
Developer, with our newly branded car.


